FACTS AND FIGURES
Alcohol and Wyoming’s Youth
· In 2005, underage drinkers consumed 18 percent of all alcohol sold in Wyoming, totaling $52 million in sales. 

· Underage drinking cost the citizens of Wyoming $121 million in 2005. This translates to a cost of $2,166 per year for each youth in the State. Wyoming ranks 26th highest among the 50 states for the cost-per-youth of underage drinking.
 
· Underage drinking is widespread in Wyoming. Approximately 23,000 underage youth in Wyoming drink each year. In 2007, according to self-reports by Wyoming students in grades 9-12:
 

· 76% had at least one drink of alcohol on one or more days during their life. 

· 29% had their first drink of alcohol, other than a few sips, before age 13. 

· 42% had at least one drink of alcohol on one or more occasion in the past 30 days. 

· 29% had five or more drinks of alcohol in a row (i.e., binge drinking) in the past 30 days. 

· 7% had at least one drink of alcohol on school property on one or more of the past 30 days. 
National Statistics 

· 94% of all high school seniors report that it is “very easy” or “fairly easy” to get alcohol.

· Alcohol is the most frequently used drug among American youth. Approximately 77% of all high school seniors have had an alcoholic drink. 

· Young adults, ages 18-20, have the highest rate of alcohol dependence in the U.S. population, and they are not legally old enough to drink.

· Drinkers and non-drinkers alike can be affected by loud and aggressive behavior, property damage, injuries, violence, and even death resulting from underage alcohol use.

· About 45% of those who die in crashes involving a drinking driver under age 21 are people other than the driver.

· Alcohol is a leading cause of death among youth, particularly teenagers.

· Young people who begin drinking before age 15 are four times more likely to develop alcoholism than those who begin drinking at 21.

· More than 1,700 college students in the U.S. are killed each year – about 4.65 a day – as a result of alcohol related injuries. 
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