Alcohol and Public Events

Alcohol at public events doesn’t necessarily have to be all or nothing.  While there are some events where alcohol would be inappropriate, there are ways to serve alcohol at a public event without having it become the focus of the event.  Our community wants events to be fun and safe for their families.  This packet contains some suggestions and resources on how to reduce alcohol-related problems at events.
At community events, underage youth may easily get alcohol by buying it directly or by having friends over 21 buy it for them. One study conducted by the University of Minnesota School of Public Health showed that youth were able to purchase alcohol in 50% of attempts at community festivals
. Banning alcohol or restricting alcohol sales (through policies such as age-ID checking or limiting number of servings per person) at community events can reduce these sources of alcohol for youth.
While such restrictions would involve changes for some adult participants, reasonable guidelines can be enacted to ensure that those adults wishing to consume alcohol may do so at community events permitting alcohol consumption.  Alcohol restrictions send a clear message that consumption of alcohol by underage youth at community events is not acceptable.
Current prevention science clearly states that the most effective way to reduce underage drinking and the misuse/overuse of alcohol is to use a wide scope of strategies which address more of the causes and risk factors simultaneously.   These strategies include increasing knowledge and raising awareness of the dangers of underage drinking or over-consumption; increasing involvement in drug-free or healthy alternatives; increasing access to prevention services and early identification and referral; changing institutional or organizational policies; improving enforcement of laws and regulatory attention; building the capacity of the prevention coalition and building the capacity of other community organizations. 

The Marin Institute describe four factors that should shape community prevention efforts.

· Consistent media messaging

· Addressing community norms

· Limiting access and availability

· Increasing policy and enforcement
� (Toomey, TL; Erickson, DJ; Patrek, W; Fletcher, LA; Wagenaar, AC. Illegal alcohol sales and use of alcohol control policies at community festivals. Public Health Reports, 120(2):165-173, 2005.)








