Casper smoking ban strategy takes shape
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﻿Public opinion polls. Air quality tests. Coordinated political pressure. Smokefree Natrona County does not mess around.
The group announced plans at the Casper City Council’s Thursday work session to ask city officials to introduce a measure this autumn to end smoking in workplaces. They also outlined a multipronged approach to persuading municipal officials to support their efforts.
“We want a comprehensive regulation that includes . . . any place anybody works,” said Brandon Daigle, a member of the group who made a presentation to the council.
Daigle said the group is conducting a poll to measure public sentiment for the measure and has taken air-quality measurements of workplaces where smoking is allowed. Also in the works for the near future are presentations to the town councils of Mills and Evansville.
Currently, 99,000 Wyomingites, or 18 percent of the state’s population, live in areas that regulate smoking in workplaces. Adding Casper, Mills and Evansville — all cities the group is targeting this fall — would add another 11 percent of the population and put nearly one-third of the state in a smoke-free work environment.
The approach comes after the Wyoming Supreme Court in February struck down a smoking ban in Teton County that had been enacted by that county’s board of health. The Natrona County Board of Health is planning to consider a resolution — that will not have the force of law — encouraging workplaces to go smoke free.
In the presentation to the City Council Thursday, Daigle and Dr. Jason Strand argued that secondhand smoke is essentially as dangerous as directly smoking a cigarette. They cited a 2010 study by the U.S. Surgeon General making such an argument.
Critics of a ban on smoking in workplaces have argued that business owners should have the freedom to decide whether to allow smoking. Businesses owners of establishments such as bars also often express concern that business could be hurt by a ban.
The council postponed discussion of the proposal until a future meeting.
Reach reporter Joe O’Sullivan at 307-266-0639 or joe.osullivan@trib.com. Read his blog at http://trib.com/news/opinion/blogs/osullivan. Follow him on Twitter: @jaosullivanx
Copyright 2011 trib.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
[image: http://analytics.apnewsregistry.com/analytics/v2/image.svc/CasperStarTribune/RWS/www.trib.com/MAI/fd5862c4-c33e-5960-9cc2-b185ba3729a4/E/Dev]

image1.gif




