City To Smokers: "Put Your Butt In The Can!" 
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Casper Mayor Bill Brauer and other city officials gathered in Conwell Park on Thursday to announce a campaign against cigarette butt litter.

Beth Andress, the Keep Casper Beautiful administrative coordinator, said cigarette butts are the number one form of litter in the world. A clean-up in the park earlier this year, in conjunction with a local church group focused on green-initiatives called On Sacred Ground, yielded 4,900 cigarette butts.

"Many smokers think flicking their butts doesn't mean anything but they add up," Brauer said. "Plus they're plastic and they don't disintegrate.

Butts that end up in curb gutters are washed away with storm water, which isn't treated before it finds its way to the North Platte River, Andress said.

"All the toxic chemicals that are caught in the filter, all that bad stuff leaches into the water," she said.

She said butts have also been found in fish and bird bellies, mistaken by the animals for food.

Earlier this year, at the request of the Wyoming Medical Center located just south of the park, the Casper City Council voted on an ordinance that would have banned tobacco use in the park. The council voted against that ban, and Brauer said the council wasn't likely to reconsider its vote.

"I'd like it to be no-smoking but we recognize that people smoke," Brauer said. "People ought to be responsible. It's the citizens' job, not an ordinance job."

The city put out 6 cigarette butt receptacles, donated by Keep America Beautiful and the Wyoming Medical Center, in late June. Already people are using them, Andress and Martinez said, though some will have to be moved -- one near the playground has turned into a place for children to place rocks and water bottles.

The other ones area also near "transition points" -- bus stops, parking benches, or the cross-walk that links the park to the smoke-free Wyoming Medical Center.

As part of the campaign, the city of Casper, the medical center and the blue line of The Bus will give out free portable ashtrays that smokers can use to hold cigarette butts for later disposal.

Reach city reporter Pete Nickeas at pete.nickeas@trib.com or (307) 266-0639. Read more about Casper politics and government at http://tribtown.trib.com/redtape
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