CONVERSATION STARTERS                                                  [Local program manager or coalition member with alcohol retailers]
 “Hello, I am [person’s name] with the [coalition or program] and would like to share some helpful information which will assist you and [business’s] employees with alcohol retailer compliance checks.
Employee Fines 

“We (if youth and coalition member/program manager making visit) want to make sure that you and your employees understand the penalties of not checking ID’s and selling alcohol to underage youth.”  
“Law enforcement will be conducting compliance checks again soon and we are here to help by providing you with important information and insight into the process.” 

The fine to the employee who sells alcohol to anyone under the age of 21 is between $50.00 to $750.00 and up to six months in jail.
Why it is Important to Avoid Sales to Minors:
“We understand how busy you are and taking the time to verify someone’s age may seem a waste of time. Please know that it IS worth the time and distraction---to our youth and to YOU.”

Ease of obtaining…… 
Despite improvements in state efforts to stop retailer sales of alcohol to youth…
· 90% of high school seniors report that it is either “very easy” or “fairly easy” to obtain alcohol.

· In 2009, according to self-reports by Wyoming high school students, 41.7% said they had at least one drink of alcohol on one or more of the past 30 days. 

· Youth get alcohol from a variety of sources: friends & family members, by shoplifting, having adults purchase it for them, and despite a minimum legal drinking age of 21, buying it directly from retail outlets. 

Harm Associated with Underage Drinking in Wyoming
:

· In 2006, an estimated 2 homicides; 1,200 nonfatal violent crimes such as rape, robbery and assault; and 3,100 property crimes including burglary,  larceny and car theft involved an underage drinking perpetrator. 

· During 2007, an estimated 6 traffic fatalities and 200 nonfatal traffic injuries involved an underage drinking driver. 

Costs to Wyoming Citizens: 

Underage drinking costs the citizens of Wyoming $153 million in 2007.   Wyoming ranks 6th highest among the 50 states for the cost per youth of underage drinking:  $2,967 per year for each youth in the state. In Wyoming youth violence and traffic crashes attributable to alcohol use by underage youth represent the largest costs for the State at over $70 million dollars of tax payer money. 
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