Conversation Starters                                                  [Local program manager or coalition member with tobacco retailers]

                                                                                                                                                                                                   “Hello, I am [person’s name] with the [coalition or program] and would like to share some helpful information which will assist you and [business’s] employees with tobacco retailer compliance checks.” 
Employee Fines 

“We (if youth and coalition member/program manager making visit) want to make sure that you and your employees understand the penalties of not checking ID’s and selling tobacco to underage youth.”  
“Law enforcement will be conducting compliance checks again soon and we are here to help by providing you with important information and insight into the process.” 

The fine to the employee who sells cigarettes, chewing tobacco, or smokeless tobacco to anyone under the age of 18 is between $50.00 to $750.00.

It’s Too Easy for Kids to Buy Cigarettes

“We understand how busy you must be at times and taking the time to verify someone’s age may seem to be a waste of time. Please know that it IS worth the time and distraction---to our youth and to YOU.”

Despite improvements in state efforts to stop retailer sales of tobacco products to youth, 15 percent of all 9th to 12th graders who smoke usually buy their cigarettes directly from a store.  Shoplifting is also a regular form of obtaining tobacco, if it is not placed behind the counter. Of these sales to youth smokers, nearly half (48.5%) of them were not asked to show proof of age when purchasing cigarettes. Not surprisingly, 58 percent of 8th graders and 80 percent of 10th graders say that cigarettes are fairly or very easy to obtain. 
In a 2006 study conducted by WYSAC, stores near schools, on average, had more pro-tobacco ads than stores farther from schools. Stores across the street from a school had a mean of 29.0 pro-tobacco ads and stores five or more blocks from the nearest school had a mean of 17.5 pro-tobacco ads. They also found that stores across the street from a school were more likely than stores five or more blocks from schools to have pro-tobacco ads three feet from the floor (63% vs. 39%) and within three feet of candy (44% vs. 25%).  
National Statistics 

Each day 1,000 kids become regular tobacco users. I’m sure you will agree that if tobacco was no so easily accessible, that number would drop dramatically.”  
· Nearly every adult who smokes (almost 90 percent) took his or her first puff at or before the age of 18. 

· Each day, about 1,000 persons younger than 18 years of age become regular smokers (i.e., begin smoking on a daily basis).4
· More than 2.8 million kids under the age of 18 are current tobacco users. 5
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