Discussion of synthetic drug sale ban in Dubois drew crowd at Town Council meeting.
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Dubois resident Sally Jardine presented a petition to Mayor and Town Council to ban the sale of synthetic drugs.
Story and photos by June Bonasera, County10.com
(Dubois) — Discussion of enacting an ordinance to ban the sale of synthetic drugs in Dubois drew an audience of 40 residents at the Feb. 8 regularly scheduled Town Council meeting.
Dubois resident Sally Jardine began the discussion by presenting a petition to Mayor and Town Council which sought to ban the sale of all synthetic drugs including, but not limited to, “Spice”, “K2” and “Bath Salts” within the town limits of Dubois” Jardine asserted that the marketing of these products “is detrimental to the health & well being of our youth and community.”
The petition was signed by 361 community members. Jardine asked the council to “do the right thing” and adopt an ordinance to ban the sale and use of synthetic drugs in the town.
To support the request, Jardine presented information obtained from Scott Peters, the Mayor of Shoshoni and a School Resource Officer in District #25 with the Riverton Police Department. Sale of these substances has already reportedly been banned in Shoshoni, Cody, Buffalo and Rock Springs. She explained the pharmacology of “spice” which is sold as a sexual stimulant. However, Jardine said if the drug is sprayed with a specific chemical (cannabicyclohexanol), it would become five times stronger than the TCH levels in marijuana, making it a schedule 1 drug which is illegal.
Jardine claimed that the aforementioned drugs are already making the rounds in Dubois and she said possible side effects from usage include severe headache, paranoia, blurred vision, hallucination, anxiety, suicide, self mutilation and even death.
An extensive discussion followed with input from law enforcement, parents, concerned citizens and town officials on how such an ordinance could be worded since products such as “spice”, if not sprayed with the chemical agent, are legal. Dubois resident Judy Helmeck volunteered to chair and coordinate a committee to work on reviewing existing ordinances from other towns and coming up with some draft language. The agenda item was then tabled until additional information could be obtained.
A large crowd was in attendance for the Feb. 8 Dubois Town Council meeting.
Another agenda item that was tabled for further evaluation was approval of a resolution subordinating the Town of Dubois’ interests in an Assisted Living Facility Project. Town Attorney Rick Sollers explained that the Town was a pass through or middleman for the $1.5 million Wyoming Business Council grant and that a mortgage on the project was required by the terms of the grant. He stated that a private lender for the project would have the first mortgage on the project and the Town the second mortgage. He stated that the town would have no liability for the amount of the grant unless the grant funds were improperly expended. When asked by audience members, if the town could potentially own the facility if the project defaulted, Soller’s response was that it would not. He explained that the only way the town could possibly own the facility would be if the project defaulted and the town purchased it at the foreclosure sale. Prior to discussion, the agenda item was tabled for further evaluation.
Action items approved at the meeting included:
-Approval of Jacobs Engineering’s consulting contract for 25 percent Preliminary Design of the Dubois airport and an application for a permit from WY Department of Agriculture Weights & Measures Division.
- Approval of payment to Stetson Engineering for $525 for design work on Well 10 improvements including design for new tank, design work on pump and layout improvements to Well 10.
-Approval of submitting an application to the State Loan and Investment Board for a $234,075 grant to fund phase one of the 2012 Dubois Sewer Rehabilitation Project.
- Approval to purchase new carpet for Headwaters Arts & Conference Center’s entry area with town building improvement funds for $3,000.
- Approval to accept the 2010-2011 Audit Report as presented.
- Approval to change the Regular Council Meeting from Wednesday, February 22 to Wednesday, February 29, 2012 due to Mayor and Council Members attendance at WAM Workshop.
-Approval to submit a grant application to the Neversweat Recreation Board in the amount of $1,825 to supplement the $2,s200 donation by DTE for Dubois July 4th fireworks display in 2012.
-Approval to allow DVI, Inc. to pay High Plains Power $ 857.71 for the installation of street banners out of the funds DVI received from FEMA to reimburse their work in repairing food damage.
-Approval of January 2012 Financial Report.
-Approval of accounts payable list dated Feb. 3, 2012.
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