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Education versus Lobbying
Knowing the Difference
There are distinct differences between education and lobbying. It is important to know when you are providing information and when you have crossed the line into lobbying.  To better understand the difference, it is important to know the two types of lobbying; direct and grassroots.
· Direct lobbying is any effort to influence legislation through communication with any member or employee of a legislative body, or with a government official or employee who may participate in the formulation of legislation. 

· Grassroots lobbying is any effort to influence legislation through an attempt to affect the opinions of the general public or any segment of the general public. 

In other words, direct lobbying is the time that you spend persuading a legislator to act or not act and grassroots lobbying involves persuading other people to contact legislators. 

You are NOT lobbying if: 

· You provide general information.  Anyone can educate decision-makers and citizens about the importance of policies, legislative or budget issues. 

· You testify at a legislative committee, giving balanced information about both the positive and negative potential impact of the legislation. 

· You inform legislators about the results of nonpartisan analysis, study or research.  You are empowering decision-makers with the knowledge and research you provide.

· You meet with a non-legislative group, such as a school board, the state board of health, a chamber of commerce, a civic club, police chief, a trade association, etc. 

· You host or attend appreciation luncheons, breakfasts, or legislative wrap-up sessions.

· You sponsor a candidates' forum, as long as you do not endorse a candidate or take a position on an issue to be voted on, such as a referendum or constitutional amendment. 

You ARE lobbying if: 

· You ask a legislator to vote for or against a particular bill. 

· You ask others to contact their legislator and ask them to vote for or against legislation. 

· You send a letter to legislators and ask them to veto a bill. 

It is important to remember that legislators and policymakers appreciate and value non-biased information provided to them by state employees. Legislators and policymakers want to make the best decisions possible and that means understanding the potential impact of their decisions.
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Example: Let's say a bill is proposed that would lower the legal age to purchase alcohol to 18 instead of the current 21 years old. Data from the 2009 KIDS COUNT show that motor vehicle accidents are a leading cause of death for teens ages 15 to 19 years old in Wyoming. National data show that nearly one-third of motor vehicle deaths of teens involved alcohol. 





If you or your collaborative meets with your legislator to talk about the potential impact of the bill, you are lobbying if you say, "Don't vote for the bill." You are not lobbying if you say, "We are concerned that this bill will make it easier for older adolescents to purchase alcohol, and national data show that nearly one-third of motor vehicle deaths of teens involved alcohol." 












