ENFORCEMENT
Enforcement of laws regarding retail sales to minors is an important component to reducing underage tobacco use. Retailers who are educated of the law, provided employee training materials, signage, etc. and still have clerks selling to minors is a major issue. Fines, to the retailer and to the individual selling, are possibly the best means of getting the point across of the importance of following Wyoming Statute 14 Article 3. 
Key Elements of an Enforcement Program

Based on solid research findings, state attorneys general and other experts have recommended that any effort to reduce youth access to tobacco products include the following key elements:

· An agency with clear responsibility for enforcement.
· Providing adequate, guaranteed funding for enforcement.
· Making frequent and realistic compliance checks, with a goal of 95% compliance.             (We want to see 100% compliance!)
· Meaningful penalties including graduated fines and ultimately, prohibiting sales of tobacco products.

· No preemption of local ordinances.

· Education and awareness efforts for merchants and the public. 
(Source: Campaign For Tobacco Free Kids – Feb. 2010/Eric Lindblom) 

What Can the Program Manager Do?

· Create an active partnership with your coalition and local law enforcement agencies.
· Support their local law enforcement by offering assistance in educating retailers, keeping an eye out for missing GOT ID? signage, and other means as determined by their Chief of Police or Sheriff. 

· Obtain supporters to write letters to the editor on the importance of retailers complying with the Wyoming statute. 
· Offer to arrange a Roundtable Discussion with the purpose of identifying and sharing enforcement Best Practices for reducing tobacco sales to minors; and to strengthen relationships between the tobacco prevention program/coalition, public health and law enforcement.
· Provide positive media spotlighting those retailers who did not sell to minors. (ie: ad in newspaper, article in newsletter, certificates of appreciation, etc.)
· Encourage public support through speaking out as to the value of enforcement to the health of a community throughout their municipal and county budgetary process.
· Assist with activities as requested by your local law enforcement agencies.
