FACTS AND FIGURES

Tobacco's Toll in Wyoming
 

· High school students who smoke -  22.1% 

· Male high school students who use spit tobacco – 24.7%

· Kids (under 18) who become new daily smokers each year - 600 

· Kids now under 18 and alive in Wyoming who will ultimately die prematurely from smoking  - 12,000 

· Adults in Wyoming who smoke - 19.9% 

· Adults who die each year from their own smoking -  700 

· Annual health care costs in Wyoming directly caused by smoking  - $136 million

· 15% of Wyoming students, under the age of 18 who smoked, reported that they usually got their own cigarettes by buying them in a store or gas station.

· 17% of Wyoming students, under the age of 18 who used chewing tobacco, reported having purchased their own tobacco from a store.

National Statistics 

· Nearly every adult who uses tobacco (almost 90 percent) began at or before the age of 18.

· Each day, about 1,000 persons younger than 18 years of age become regular smokers or chewers (i.e., begin using tobacco on a daily basis).

· More than 2.8 million kids under the age of 18 are current tobacco users. 5
· Studies show U.S. youth are nearly 3 times more sensitive to tobacco advertising than adults.5
· Youth are more likely to attempt to purchase tobacco from stores with exterior ads featuring youthful models than from stores without them.

· Teens who report seeing tobacco ads in stores are 38% more likely to experiment with smoking.

· Marketing of tobacco products at the point of purchase boosts tobacco sales by 12-28%.

· On average, smokers die about 14 years earlier than nonsmokers.

· Between 2000 and 2004 in the U.S., 392,681 current and former smokers died prematurely from the effects of their smoking.
 

· Between 2000 and 2004 in the U.S., annual smoking-attributable healthcare expenditures were approximately $95.9 billion.10 
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