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Groups came together to fix alcohol problem
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A little over a year ago, alarm bells were sounded when 75 percent of establishments that sell alcohol failed routine compliance checks. After a year and a half of hand-wringing, threats of draconian city ordinances and, finally, a number of groups working together, it appears Buffalo has found a workable solution.

In a recent alcohol compliance check, not a single establishment failed the test.

Alcohol compliance checks consist of the Buffalo Police Department hiring an underage individual to test local vendors. In the past, as it turns out, employees at local establishments that sell alcohol either didn’t look, didn’t care, or didn’t do the math and went ahead and sold the libation to the underage individual. At the time, the fine went to the individual selling the beverage to the minor, but not the establishment.

Attempts to rectify the situation were made by the Community Resource Center, which gave workshops on how to avoid selling alcohol to a minor. Unfortunately, only a week later, an employee at the establishment that hosted one of the workshops failed the test.

At that juncture, the city stepped in and recommended an ordinance that would punish not only the individual serving the alcohol, but the establishment. However, many of the details of the ordinance and the severity of the punishment, led liquor license owners to rally against the new set of rules before they were passed by the Buffalo City Council. A contentious debate ensued. But later, under calmer circumstances, the owners of the liquor establishments, along with the city, CRC and the Buffalo Police Department, hammered out a revised set of guidelines that still held the establishments responsible, but would not devastate the business should a mistake be made.

Throughout the entire process, the Buffalo Bulletin believed that as long as all parties made the prohibition of alcohol sales to a minor a priority, that the situation would improve. And it did.

We’re not naive enough to realize that if minor is determined enough, they will find a way to get their hands on alcohol, among other things, but we’re more impressed with the way the various groups came together and improved the situation. Clearly this is an instance where compromise and common sense prevailed and produced a positive solution.

Unfortunately, there are a number of additional issues in the city and county. Our hope is that the cooperation seen in this instance will be contagious and will become a model of how best local laws are created and enforced.




Copyright © 2011 - Buffalo Bulletin
	



image1.gif




