Increasing Safety at Events
1. Check every ID every time, and make sure wristbands are applied properly.  Make sure those checking IDs are over 21 and have been trained.  Consider using an electronic ID scanner.

2. Consider limiting drinks – either 1 drink per person per purchase, or a total limit per night.  This is one of the most effective practices for reducing underage drinking.

3. Don’t serve alcohol to anyone already intoxicated.  Serving someone who is already intoxicated is a huge liability and dangerous for the drinker as well as other event-goers.  Make sure servers and security are not consuming alcohol.

4. Have a designated area where alcohol is sold and consumed, and only allow 21-and-up into the area.  This will help not only with reducing alcohol-related incidents, but also with reducing the visibility of alcohol at the event…especially helpful if there are underage patrons at the event.

5. Consider serving the last drink at least 1 hour before the event closes.  This helps to prevent drinking and driving.  Consider having pre-arranged transportation options for event patrons who have been drinking.

6. Have your servers trained with a Responsible Beverage Server Training.  TIPS training is available free of charge.  Call Erin Barbuto at 352.6677 or Stan Colgan at RSPD for more information.

7. Serve drinks in distinguishable cups.  Don’t offer discounts on alcohol or give away free drinks.  Make sure you’re sticking to a drink as a 12 oz. beer, 5 oz. of wine, or 1 oz. of 100 proof liquor.  Do not allow outside alcohol into the event.
8. Offer non-alcoholic options.  A customer should pass opportunities to buy water and soda before alcohol.  Consider making free water available.  You can charge as much for a fancy “mocktail” as for a cocktail.  Make sure food is available as well.

9. Make sure there is adequate security and that the security is visible.  Visible security goes a long way toward preventing problems, not just dealing with them.  Remember to have security at the point of sale of alcohol, in parking areas, and at event entrances.  

10. Post signage encouraging responsible use of alcohol as well as event rules.  Signs might include encouraging no drinking and driving, danger to fetus, no one under 21 served, have ID ready, no alcohol beyond this point, etc.

