Keep DUI suspects -
in jail until sober

or the safety of the public plus

the protection of those

arrested, Natrona County

needs to change its policy of
allowing people charged with
drunken driving to bond out of jail
before they are sober.

The case of a former doctor in
Casper last weekend aptly
demonstrated why the current
policy isn’t effective, and why a
new state law is also needed.

Albert MetzJr., 67, was arrested

Another test-md.icated hisblood
alcohol content was .061, below
the limit to be presumed too drunk
to drive. However, the law also
states that a person is considered
drunk if alcohol makes him or her
incapable of driving safely. About
12:30 a.m. Monday, Metz was
arrested again.

[Metz pleaded not guilty toboth

~ DUlIcharges. A headline on our

story Friday that described how he
pleaded was incorrect. We regret
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Each county has its own policy.
Metz would not havebeenina
position to be arrested twice — nor
would the public’s safety have been
endangered — if Natrona County
had a policy like several other
counties that requires inmates to

ke citypotice | theerror.]

last Sunday Our view

night for Natrona County needs to change

aﬂggeﬂy its policy that allows a DUI suspect

driving 61 mph to be released on bail even if

ina 40 mph he is still intoxicated.

@ne s What do you think?
yoming We welcome viewpoints from our

Boulevard. readers on this and other issues.

According to

the officer, the
driver said he had “some wine”
earlier in the day. A Breathalyzer

The Senate Judiciary Committee
definitely made a mistake when it
killed Landen’s measure. It should

test showed his blood alcohol be revived and passed in 2011.
content at .087, above the legal Fortunately, Metz didn’t injure
limit of .08. anyone, but his case should remind
Metz spent about two hours in us of the potential danger if a DUI
the Natrona County Detention suspect is released too early. Let’s

Center before he was bonded out.
As he left,a Wyoming Highway
Patrol trooper said he saw Metz’s

not follow the example of New
Jersey, which didn’t enact its state
law until 2001, after a young naval

car drive through a stop sign at the officer was killed by a drunken
intersection of Salt Creek Highway driver who had already been in jail
and Foster Street — just 25 yards that day and bailed out by a friend.

from the driveway to the jail’s
parking lot. Metz explained that he
had been arrested earlier for
driving under the influence.

It shouldn’t take another tragedy
for state lawmakers tomake a
commeon-sense decision that

woulgl_ protect the public.






