Change denied for Lander's July 4 alcohol rule
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LANDER -- The Lander City Council has voted to maintain the tradition this year of allowing people to carry open alcoholic beverages in public areas on July 4.

The council voted 4-1 last week to waive the city's open container restriction from 9 a.m. to midnight on Independence Day.

A Lander Valley High School group called Changing Attitudes Now had asked the council to modify the tradition by waiving the open container law only after noon. They said that change would protect children at the morning parade from the example of people drinking in the streets.

Parade organizer Margaret Appleby defended the tradition, saying the town has gotten along fine for years on July 4.
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LANDER -- A Lander group is asking the City Council to modify its tradition of allowing the public to carry open alcoholic drinks on July 4.

The council normally votes in June to waive the city's open container restriction on Independence Day. The idea is to let people drink at the Pageant of the Old West parade and the buffalo barbecue in City Park.

April Coffman, the adviser of a Lander Valley High School group called Changing Attitudes Now, asked the council last week to consider waiving the open container law only after noon.

She and other supporters say the change would help protect children at the parade from the example of people drinking in the streets.

Council members say they'll consider community input when they vote on the open container waiver this year.

