This swiss-cheese letter is courtesy of Keith Howard/Campbell County. Be sure to fill in all necessary areas with local content before dispersing! 

[Date]

Dear Doctors, Nurses, Healthcare Providers, and Active Community Members:

In these times of economic recession you already know the importance of making your money count.  By utilizing free local resources and NEW billing codes you can help ensure your economic livelihood while making an active commitment to [Your County’s] health. 

Hello, my name is [Program Manager].  For those of you who may not know me, I am the local Coordinator of the [Your County Tobacco Prevention Program]. Today I’d like to take a brief minute to give you some information that can help ensure you are making your money count.

First, if you are a health care provider you know the importance of talking with your patients about the hazardous effects of tobacco use.  This point is only magnified when we consider the fact that smoking is the #1 preventable cause of death and disease in our society!   But, are you aware that new CPT Codes will allow you to bill for this important education which you are already providing? That’s right, whether you work in the hospital or hold a private practice you can utilize the attached CPT codes to bill for the time you are already spending!  

Second, the Wyoming Quit Tobacco Program (WQTP) has been revamped to better meet the needs of our citizens. You can now access free counseling services for ages 12 years old and up 24 hours a day and 7 days a week by calling 1-800-QUIT-NOW or via the web at www.wy.quitnet.com.  Even better, WQTP is now able to offer over-the-counter cessation medications (such as the patch, gum, lozenges, etc.) delivered straight to a Wyoming residence’s door FREE OF CHARGE!  That’s right, by calling in or registering online, residents can receive three months’ worth of these products FREE.

Do you have a patient or friend who wants to try prescription cessation medication (such as Chantix, Zyban, or Wellbutrin)? WQTP is here to help. By enrolling in the program any resident can receive a voucher (with a physician’s prescription) for $120 the first month and $90 the two following months to assist in the purchase of these medications at the pharmacy of their choosing.

Sound too good to be true?  [Your County Tobacco Prevention] and the Wyoming Quit Tobacco Program are funded by the Wyoming Department of Health’s Tobacco Settlement Trust Fund.  This means these resources don’t come from your hard earned tax dollars, but instead from payments by billionaire Big Tobacco Companies.  It’s time to make the money work for you.

For additional information, free presentations, and other local resources please do not hesitate to contact me via phone or e-mail.  

Sincerely,

[PM Name & Contact info]
