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Bartenders and servers have a difficult job. They must possess excellent people skills by providing consistently good service in a polite and friendly manner, establish rapport with guests and reflect the establishment’s “image to the public. They also are the ONLY line of defense against underage drinkers trying to obtain alcohol at an On Premise retail outlet. 

On Premise retailers are establishments where alcohol is purchased and consumed on site.  


The Facts: 
· Older underage drinkers are more likely to drink in bars and restaurants. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Walter et al. (2001). Driving Under the Influence and Riding with Drinking Drivers: the Importance of Ethnicity, Gender, and Drinking Context. ] 

· One in four underage college students report they can buy alcohol without age verification or with a fake ID. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  Wechsler, H., and B. Wuethrich (2002). “Dying to Drink: Confronting Binge Drinking on College Campuses. Emmans, Pa,: Rodale. ] 

· Wyoming state law prohibits anyone younger than 18 from serving alcohol. 


Special Restaurant Circumstances to Address:
While Wyoming state law prohibits anyone younger than 18 from serving alcohol, many restaurants may have wait staff under the age of 18. Creating a situation where an of-age server must be called to the table to serve the drinks and a young, inexperienced server must check I.D.’s. This is not an optimum situation and restaurant managers and/or owners need to adopt a plan and policy regarding this situation.

· OJJDP lists restricting the age of alcohol servers and sellers as a best practice. They suggest requiring that all retail alcohol outlet employees who are engaged in the sale or service of alcohol be at least 21. [footnoteRef:4] [4:  Fisher, D (2000). Prepared by Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation In support of the OJJDP Enforcing Underage Drinking Laws Program: Regulatory Strategies for Preventing Youth Access to Alcohol: Best Practices. Revised October 2006.] 



Special Bar Circumstances to Address:
· On busy nights and/or in college towns have plain clothed or uniformed officers checking IDs at the door. 
· Install driver’s license scanners
· Have adequate light in locations were patrons ID’s are checked.


Policies to Adopt: 
· Minimum age of 21 for all servers and sellers
· Staff notification and acknowledgment of legal responsibility and consequences for violation of establishment policies, as well as local and state laws.
· Procedure to ensure that ALL persons seeking entry or service will be subject to an ID check.
· Guidelines regarding acceptable ID cards and procedures for establishing validity.
· Encourage Wyoming legislators to adopt a keg registration law; as well as zero tolerance laws for underage drinking and driving. 

