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Sheridan County Justice Office

41 West Whitney Street

Sheridan   WY   82801

307-674-2935

Sheridan County Justice Office

July 8, 2010
Patrick Murphy, Editor

The Sheridan Press
PO Box 2006
Sheridan, WY  82801
Dear Editor,

I’d like to contribute to the dialogue on a public smoking ban in the city of Sheridan. City Council 
Ward 2 candidate Alex Lee was quoted (July 7 Sheridan Press) as stating a ban is likely “inevitable”, 
but added he wants additional facts before voicing an opinion.

Years into society’s awareness of grim statistics surrounding chronic tobacco users, not only regarding gripping addiction but also the lethal results, ignorance persists. On June 28th the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the trial court’s historic verdict, now final and undeniable: “The cigarette manufacturers have been found guilty of engaging in a deadly fraud that is unprecedented in our nation’s history.”  The judge found the cigarette manufacturers had acted illegally when they “lied, misrepresented and deceived the American public, including smokers and the young people they avidly sought as ‘replacement’ smokers, about the devastating health effects of smoking and environmental tobacco smoke.” Additionally, our culture in Wyoming perpetuates mixed messages to youth and communities through actions and non-action regarding tobacco use and public policies.
In an effort to provide the following facts to Mr. Lee and others, I’ve utilized a valuable local resource having an impact on that culture– “Sheridan County Tobacco-Free Communities” prevention coalition.
*Secondhand Smoke is the 3rd leading cause of preventable death in this country, killing 53,000 non-

  smokers in the U.S. each year.

*Secondhand Smoke is a Group A (Human) Carcinogen – a substance known to cause cancer in humans.

  There is no safe level of exposure for Group A toxins.

*The toxins in secondhand smoke cause respiratory problems, such as wheezing, asthma attacks, 

   shortness of breath, and excessive coughing long after exposure.

*Many communities that go 100% smoke free experience an increase in employment rates and the 

  number of business licenses that are issued within the hospitality industry.

If these facts don’t move you, perhaps the next time you’re around a child, loved one or just finding yourself exposed, think about the following and you may think again...Secondhand Smoke: A Little Exposure goes a Long Way – 5 Minutes: The aorta (the main artery carrying blood from the heart) stiffens. Your heart must work harder to pump blood; 20 Minutes: Blood platelets become ‘sticky’, cause damage to your heart and arteries, and can lead to blood clots; 30 Minutes: Risk for heart attack increases. Coronary arteries show the same damage as in a smoker. The body’s ability to handle LDL (“bad”) cholesterol is decreased.
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