Snuff it before you go into Mingles
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	Mingles general manager John Laughlin wipes down the walls with bleach Tuesday after enforcing a smoking ban on the bar. Laughlin said it will take a while before people get used to the new rule, but it will make the bar a more friendly environment for smokers and non-smokers alike. - News Record photo/Joy Lewis
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Mingles is now smoke-free, and that meant extra work for John Laughlin as he reached to a bright red bucket on Tuesday.

Draining and squeezing, the Mingles general manager slowly dragged a soppy, bleached-drenched mop up and down the walls of the bar.

“It’s going to take a while,” Laughlin, 28, said. “The bar has been smoking for 30 years or since it opened. It’s going to take quite a while for the smell to get out.”

Effective Thursday, the popular bar on South Douglas Highway has been smoke free. It’s the first primarily bar and lounge in Gillette to implement a ban.

“We haven’t been that busy lately and we knew this was pretty much inevitable. We just wanted something to set us apart from other businesses and other bars that offer the same thing,” Laughlin said.

“We didn’t really do it to be the leader of anything. We just did it because it was something that no one else could offer,” he said.

It wasn’t an easy decision to go smoke-free, Laughlin said. Mingles owners and employees had been talking about the idea for more than a year and knew it was a risky move.

Laughlin said they wanted to provide a more enjoyable atmosphere for both non-smoking and smoking customers and a ban was the way to do so.

They worried that changing the rules may mean losing a few regulars, he said.

“But we had a great weekend,” he said. “If this continues the way our weekend did, maybe other bars will do the same thing.”

It’s not uncommon to hear a Mingles night crowd get a little rowdy.

Saturday night was Ultimate Fighting Championship night and just after 10:30 p.m., the crowd let out a hearty applause. They weren’t cheering for the fighters. They were cheering after an announcement made by Mingles employees about the ban.

“I think we’ll be better,” Laughlin said. “At first, it’s something new and we may lose a few customers because they absolutely want to have a cigarette, but it’s inevitable and I do feel eventually they will come back.”

Mingles is not the only local business committed to non-smoking, said Keith Howard, program coordinator for Campbell County Tobacco Prevention.

The trend for business to go non-smoking has been seen in Campbell County for years but it’s seen mostly in restaurants and restaurant/bars, he said.

Mingles’ owners Bruce and Brian Kelley already had implemented a ban in their other restaurants, including Humphrey’s Bar and Grill and Uncle Freddies Junkyard Grill.

Non-smoking efforts have seen a lot of support in the community, Howard said.

The state Senate recently rejected a non-smoking bill that would have given counties the authority to prohibit smoking in public places or allow them to delegate the same control to local public health departments.

Previous attempts to pass a statewide public smoking ban also have been defeated.

But Howard says Mingles’ decision is a good move.

Laughlin thinks so, too. They’ve had more compliments than complaints anyway, he said.

“It just provides a more enjoyable atmosphere for our clientèle,” he said. “People that do smoke and don’t smoke are still more than welcome here. We just want to make it comfortable for everyone.”

WHO ELSE IS SMOKE-FREE?

Gillette

- A&W, Long John Silver’s, 1920 Cliff Davis Road

- Airport Cafe and Cakery, 2000 Airport Road, Suite 108

- Arby’s, 2720 S. Douglas Highway

- Bev’s Brew and Health Stop, 2701 Powder Basin Ave.

- Bootleggers Speakeasy Bar & Grill, Clarion Plaza, 2009 S. Douglas Highway

- Brother’s Coffee Company, 300 S. Gillette Ave.

- Burger King South, 2200 South Douglas Highway

- Burger King North, 106 N. Highway 14-16

- China King Buffet, 900 Camel Drive Suite J

- Coffee Friends, 320 S. Gillette Ave.

- Dairy Queen, 2003 S. Douglas Highway

- El Michoacano Bar and Restaurant, 409 W. Second St.

- Godfather’s Pizza, 501 W. Lakeway Ave.

- Hardee’s, 207 S. Miller Ave.

- Hibachi Sushi and Chinese Buffet, 2700 S. Douglas Highway

- Humphrey’s Bar and Grill, 406 W. Juniper Lane

- Ice Cream Land, 802 E. Third St.

- KFC, 2250 S. Douglas Highway

- Las Margaritas, 2107 S. Douglas Highway

- Los Compadres, 1700 W. Second St.

- Mac and Roonies, 501 S. Douglas Highway Suite B

- Main Bagel Company, 2610 S. Douglas Highway Suite 170

- Maria’s Fine Mexican Restaurant, 400 W. Second St.

- McDonald’s, 806 Camel Drive

- Pizza Hut, 1711 W. Second St.

- Pokey’s BBQ & Smokehouse, 408 S. Douglas Highway

- Prime Rib Restaurant and Wine Cellar, 1205 S. Douglas Highway

- Quiznos, 1103 E. Boxelder Road

- Silver Creek, 109 W. Second St.

- Skyline Grille, 469 Skyline Drive

- Smith’s Food, Drug & Deli, 906 Camel Drive

- Starbucks, 1215 S. Douglas Highway, 2610 S. Douglas Highway

- Subway, 1001 S. Douglas Highway, 1703 W. Second St., Walmart, 2300 S. Douglas Highway

- Taco Bell, 701 E. Boxelder Road

- Taco John’s, 808 E. Second St., Taco John’s/Good Times, 610 E. Boxelder Road

- The Aztec Buffet, 2701 S. Douglas Highway, Suite 8

- Uncle Freddie’s Junkyard Grill and Pizza, 2209 S. Douglas Highway

- Wendy’s Old Fashioned Hamburgers, 1913 S. Douglas Highway

Source: Campbell County Tobacco Use Prevention Coalition
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