Stores Comply With Tobacco Law 

By TOM MORTON - Star-Tribune staff writer | Posted: Saturday, March 13, 2010 12:00 am | 

Sixteen stores visited by Casper police Thursday complied with the law by refusing to sell tobacco products to undercover teenagers, Sgt. Steve Schulz said Friday.

"There were no sales to the minor, which is great and outstanding," Schulz said. "Every clerk asked for an ID."

State law prohibits the sale of tobacco to anyone under 18.

Police conduct occasional operations to determine if stores follow the law, he said.

Thursday, two officers would wait outside a store while a boy went inside and asked to buy tobacco, Schulz said. Two boys -- one 17 and one 16 -- participated in the operation.

In each case, when the clerk asked for identification and the boy said he didn't have any, the clerk refused to sell, he said.

These results are consistent with previous tobacco stings, Schulz said. Of 150 such operations, he's known of only one or two times police have written citations to the clerks, he added.

Schulz wished sellers of alcoholic beverages were as vigilant, he said.

While 10 bars and liquor stores passed the most recent alcohol sale compliance operation, that was unusual, Schulz said.

The potential for harm to an underage user of alcohol is much greater than for a similar offense for tobacco, he added.

Clerks who are shown fake IDs cannot be held responsible for selling to minors, although if they see an obviously fraudulent ID they should contact law enforcement, he said. "Let the police determine if it's a fraudulent document."

Police are more interested in stores being compliant than writing citations, which causes headaches for everyone, he said.

"I would hope nobody would sell without an ID," Schulz said.

Reach Tom Morton at (307) 266-0592, or at tom.morton@trib.com.
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