
SYNAR – SURVEILLIANCE AND EVALUATION PROJECT 
The Wyoming Department of Health – Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services Division (WDH-MHSASD) contracts with the Wyoming Survey and Analysis Center (WYSAC) to conduct “surveillance” compliance checks and collect data on random, unannounced inspections. This contract is the mechanism by which WYSAC is able to validate the “buy rate.”   Wyoming Tobacco Settlement Funds are used to conduct this project.  WYSAC is responsible for the following:

1.)       Recruit teens between the ages of 15-17. 
[Youth buyers are paid $10 per hour and are temporary employees of the University of Wyoming. All attempted buys are anonymous and confidential; WYSAC never reports individual information on the youth buyers or individual retail stores.]
2.)      Train the teens. 
      [As  per WDH-MHSASD, WYSAC, and federal protocol.]
3.)      Conduct unannounced inspections on a random sample of  
     tobacco retail stores throughout Wyoming. 
 [The WYSAC inspections NEVER result in citations for noncompliance or rewards for    compliance. The retailers never know they have been inspected.]
4.)      Report the results of the visits. 
[WYSAC reports on the percentage of stores who attempted to buy and the predictors of noncompliance. The report is available to the general public.] 
Based on WYSAC’s report, the MHSASD completes the Annual Synar Report (ASR), which provides the means for States to comply with the reporting provisions of the Public Health Service Act and the Tobacco Regulation for the SAPT Block Grant.  *For more information on the Synar process: http://www.wvprc.org/synar/retailer.asp
                                                                                                                                     LAW ENFORCMENT COMPLIANCE CHECKS                                                                        Local law enforcement contracts with the Wyoming Association of Sheriffs and Chiefs of Police (WASCOP) to provide them with adequate GOT ID? packets to distribute to all tobacco retailers following their unannounced compliance checks.  
1.) WASCOP distributes GOT ID? retailer packets. 
                [Between January and February of each year packets are delivered to local law enforcement    

                      and they, in turn, pass them on to the retailers.]
2.) Tobacco compliance checks conducted by law enforcement occur    

           between January 1 – June 30th.  
       [Utilizing similar age youth as SYNAR.] 

3.) GOT ID? signage is handed out every other year. 
       [There is a limited supply of stickers made available.] 

Surveillance vs. Compliance








