The Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement (MSA) is an agreement, originally between the four largest US tobacco companies and the Attorneys General of 46 states, that provides for restrictions on practices by the companies and payments by them to the states to compensate for the cost of providing health care for persons with smoking-related illnesses. In exchange, the states settled existing litigation on these matters, and the companies are protected from most forms of future litigation regarding harm caused by tobacco use. The MSA is the largest civil settlement in United States history.[1]
The agreement is meant to provide state governments with compensation for smoking related medical costs and to help reduce smoking in the United States. There is no limit to the yearly settlement payments; they are perpetual

The Global Settlement Agreement was a first attempt at a settlement between the state attorneys general and the tobacco companies. On June 20, 1997, Mississippi Attorney General Michael Moore and a  group of other attorneys general announced the details of the settlement. The settlement included a payment by the companies of $365.5 million  
The MSA was originally signed in November of 1998 by the four largest tobacco companies, Philip Morris USA, R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company, Brown & Williamson Tobacco Corp., and Lorillard Tobacco Company. The agreement was later joined by over 40 other tobacco companies. Every U.S. state and 6 U.S. territories signed the agreement. Florida, Minnesota, Texas and Mississippi had already reached individual agreements with the tobacco industry.
