Underage Drinking / Hosting Campaign – Radio Scripts 2011

Phase I: General Health
AD#1 - Introduction 
Hi, I’m John Smith, junior at_______ High School.  There is a notion in our community that drinking alcohol is a rite of passage for kids - that to become adults, kids need to drink to make the grade.
Over the next several months let’s take a look at that idea. Let’s find out if youth drinking alcohol is a healthy rite of passage or if there are better ideas.

And just to get the ball rolling, here’s a fact:  Alcohol kills more young people than all illicit drugs combined.
Ok, talk to you soon.  This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.

AD#2 - General Health

Hi, John Smith again.  Let’s begin our look at using alcohol as a rite of passage by first finding out if there are any health effects to kids from drinking alcohol.  

This is Dr. Jerry Johnson, a pediatrician at Lusk Hospital.  Dr. Johnson what can you tell us?

Well, John, alcohol can have significant effects on the brain development of teens because the brain is not fully developed until a person is in their early 20s.  Alcohol can negatively affect teen learning ability, memory, and the ability to remember how to get from one place to another.  
Thank you, Dr. Johnson.  This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.

AD#3 - Behavioral Impacts
Hi, John here again.  Today I am with Jackie Smith, school counselor at _____ High School.  Jackie are there behavior  impacts due to kids drinking?
Yes, John there are.  Adolescent drinkers perform worse in school, are more likely to fall behind, and have increased risk of social problems, depression, suicidal thoughts, and violence.  John, the research is also clear that young people who began drinking before age 15 are 4 times more likely to develop alcohol dependence than those who abstained until age 21.
Thank you, Mrs. Smith.  This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.

AD#4 - Brain Development
John Smith again.  Today I’m with Angie Dunsworth, a nurse at our local hospital.  Angie, what can you tell us about the effects of alcohol on kids?

John, research has found that alcohol abuse among teenagers is associated with a reduction in the size of the brain that involves memory and the ability to physically navigate from one place to another.  It’s a fact, alcohol can have long-term negative effects on adolescent brain development.  

Thank you, Ms. Dunsworth.  This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.

AD#5 – Think Twice
Hi, I’m John Smith.  Over the past few months we have heard from people in our community that alcohol can have very serious health consequences on youth.  These facts should give everyone reason to think twice about using drinking as a rite of passage for kids.

It’s time for me to turn the microphone over to someone new to carry on our discussion about underage drinking.  For the next three months you will be hearing from Ashley Johnson, a junior at _________High School.  This is John Smith.  Bye and remember, it’s not ok for kids to drink. 

This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.

Phase II: Are You Really Keeping Them Safe or Being Cool? 
AD#1 - Don’t Host
Hi, I’m Ashley Johnson, a junior at ___________ High School. Alcohol is dangerous to the health and life of our teens…like harming  brain development and increasing social problems.
So consider this.  If a parent thinks about hosting a party for kids where they can drink because they think they will keep them safe…then they should think again.  Parents are not doing them a favor.  They are actually contributing to potential serious health problems and that’s not safe.
Remember, it’s not ok for kids to drink alcohol and it’s not ok to host a party for them. This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.

AD#2 - Long-Term Alcohol Dependence

Hi, I’m Ashley Johnson.  The thinking is often this--- if I host a party for kids to drink I will keep them safe, particularly from drunk driving.   But the facts show that teen drinking can lead to long-term alcohol dependence. 

So, maybe you host a party believing you have kept kids safe from drinking and driving.  But you may actually have contributed to the making of an adult with a life-long drinking problem and who ends up being a drunk driver.
Remember, underage drinking is bad for teen health.  It’s not ok for kids to drink alcohol and it’s not ok to host a party for them. This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.

AD#3 – Binge Drinking / Alcohol Poisoning

This is Ashley Johnson with a thought on hosting a party for teens, supposedly so they can be safe.  According to the 2010 Prevention Needs Assessment Data, approximately one-third of 12th graders in Wyoming binge drink; meaning they have had five or more drinks in a row in the past two weeks.
So, there is nearly a 33% chance of a teen binge drinking at a hosted party.  Binge drinking can lead to alcohol poisoning, which can be fatal.  Is that worth hosting a party for teens?

Remember, underage drinking is bad for teen health.  It’s not ok for kids to drink alcohol and it’s not ok to host a party for them. This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.
AD#4 - Negative Health Effects

Hi, I’m Ashley Johnson.  If you’re thinking about hosting a party for teens so they can drink, have fun, and supposedly be safe, then you can’t be thinking about their health.  Here’s what you’ve heard recently: teen drinkers perform worse in school and have an increased risk of depression and violence.  Those are facts from years of research.

So, perhaps your intentions were good but you just hadn’t heard about the negative health effects of alcohol on teens.  So, now you know.

Remember, it’s not ok for kids to drink and it’s not ok to host a party. This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.

AD#5 - Twenty Somethings #1
Hi, this is Ashley Johnson.   Ok, so you’re twenty one years old --or a little older-- and you think that helping local high school students, like me, to get alcohol is cool.  An old friend did it for you, so why not pass on the favor?
Well, listen carefully.  Ready?  It’s not good for our health.  It’s not good for us now and if you help us become dependent on alcohol it will be very bad for us when we become adults.   

And one other thing...it’s against the law.  So, before you get caught--- think first about what you are doing to us...it’s just not good for our health.

Remember, it’s not ok for kids to drink alcohol and it’s not ok to supply alcohol to them.   This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.

AD#6 - Twenty Somethings #2
This is Ashley Johnson.  Hey, for all you twenty somethings who like to supply alcohol to kids like me--- please listen to this.  Issues with brain development, memory problems, suicide, car crashes, death, depression, violence, alcoholism.
These are the words you are playing with when you give alcohol to minors.  How many of these words fit with cool?  Yep, you’re right---- none of them….not even close.
Help kids be responsible, healthy adults and remember, it’s not ok for kids to drink alcohol.  This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.

AD#7 - Getting Caught (Sheriff)
Hi, Ashley Johnson again and I have a very special guest today… Sheriff Harris.  Sheriff Harris, we have been talking about the physical health dangers of alcohol to kids.  But what about the law?

Ashley, parents hosting parties or twenty year-olds supplying alcohol to friends who are minors and having parties is against the law. You could be facing a 750 dollar fine and six months in jail.  Not to mention the embarrassment of having been arrested. 

So, Sheriff---- you know what we say...

That’s right, Ashley…it’s not ok for kids to drink alcohol.  This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.

AD#8 - Getting Caught (Chief)
Hi, I’m Ashley Johnson and I have another special guest today…..Police Chief O’Malley.  Chief O’Malley, what message to do have today about alcohol and kids?

Ashley, if someone furnishes alcohol to a minor operator of a vehicle they could face a fine of $1,000 and one year in jail.  Don’t make the mistake of thinking it makes you cool to supply your underage friends with alcohol.  Because you won’t look so cool sitting in the city jail.  Be a responsible friend, and never supply alcohol to anyone under the age of 21. 

Thank you, Chief O’Malley….and remember---it’s not ok for kids to drink.  This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.

AD#9 - Moving On
Hi, I’m Ashley Johnson and I’ve come to the end of my turn with the microphone.  We’ve learned that parents and young adults should not provide alcohol to minors because it’s bad for their health and it’s against the law. 
Those are two pretty good reasons why using alcohol as a marker as a rite of passage from youth to adulthood really doesn’t make any sense.  So, what can parents do to help prevent kids from underage drinking?  We’ll explore that next with Jim Byrnes, a sophomore at _______ High School.

So long and remember, it’s not ok for kids to drink alcohol.  This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.

Phase III: What Can Be Done
AD#1 - What Can Be Done
Hi, I’m Jim Byrnes, sophomore at _____________High School.  It’s my turn to ask the question “What can be done to help prevent underage drinking?”  With the help of people from our community we’ll find out.

There is a lot of research to show what parents can do ---- and what we all can do as a community.  Working together, we can make a difference---- make our community more safe--- and young people, like me, will have a much better start into adulthood.  

Talk to you soon.  Remember, it’s not ok for kids to drink alcohol.   This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.
AD#2 - Setting Rules
Hi, Jim Byrnes here.  I’m with Annie Hall, counselor at _________ High School.  Annie, what can parents do to help keep their kids safe from alcohol?

 Jim, first and foremost parents should talk early and often with their children and teens. Let them know why alcohol is not good for their health.  It’s way more than just saying “don’t do it”. Kids who know their parents’ opinions about youth drinking are more likely to fall in line with their parent’s expectations.
Thank you, Ms. Hall.  Remember, it’s not ok for kids to drink alcohol.  This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.
AD#3 - Consistency
Hi, Jim Byrnes here.  I’m with John Kenny, Student Resource Officer at _______High School. Mr. Kenney, what can parents do about underage drinking?

Well Jim, it’s important that parents explain to their kids that it’s against the law to drink alcohol until they are 21.  And, to also let them know their rules about alcohol ----- and to be consistent in enforcing those rules.  Kids respect their parents’ right to make decisions about alcohol use…..as long as they are consistent with their message and enforcement of the rules.

Thank you, Mr. Kenny.  Remember it’s not ok for kids to drink alcohol.   This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.
AD#4 - Be Involved
Hi, I’m Jim Byrnes and I have a student guest with me today, Gary Frampton, a junior at ________High School.  Gary, what can parents do to prevent underage drinking?

Well Jim, research shows that if parents are actively involved in the lives of their kids they hold the key to keeping them safe.  Parents should work together to keep track of where their kids hang out and what they are doing. Talk to us, know our friends, know our interests, stuff like that.

Thanks, Gary.  Remember, it’s not ok for kids to drink alcohol.  This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.
AD#5 - Be Respectful
Hi, Jim Byrnes again and I am with (some community leader).  Mr. Ripien, what can parents do about underage drinking?

Jim, the research is very clear.  With open, respectful communication and setting of rules and expectations, parents can continue to influence their children’s decisions well into adolescence and beyond. This is especially important in young people’s decisions regarding whether or not to drink alcohol—decisions that can have life-long consequences. 
Thank you, Mr. Ripien.  And remember, it’s not ok for kids to drink alcohol.  This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.
AD#6 - What Can We Do (60 second ad)
So, how can a community help prevent underage drinking?  Hi, I’m Jim Byrnes and I am with _________ who is a prevention specialist here in our town.  So, _______, what can you tell us?

Jim, research shows that if adults demonstrate responsible drinking and limit the access of alcohol to kids, we as a community can significantly reduce underage drinking.  For example, do we responsibly drink alcohol at community events in front of kids and do we prevent underage drinking parties?  These and other best practices a community can put into action can make a huge difference in preventing underage drinking.
So, _______ how do people get involved?

Well Jim, first people should learn all about underage drinking, including the best practices for a community to prevent it.  Then, they can decide how to help.  One way, is to visit with a prevention group in our town, the ________ County Prevention Coalition is working on these issues now.  They can always use more help and support.

_________, how do they get a hold of this group?
They can call [enter local phone #] for more information.  That’s [repeat #]. They can also stop by and see me at ___________________.
Thank you, _________.  And remember, it’s not ok for kids to drink.   This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.
Phase IV: Conclusion

AD#1 - Wrap Up (The Facts)
Hi, this is John Smith, Ashley Johnson, and Jim Byrnes.

John:  We know that at underage drinking is bad for our health.

Ashley: And we know that it’s not safe to host parties or supply alcohol to us -----and it’s against the law.

Jim: And we know there are things parents and our community can do to help prevent underage drinking.
All:  And we all agree that alcohol is not a healthy marker for a rite of passage.

All: It’s not ok for kids to drink.   This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.
AD#2 - Rite of Passage
Hi, this is john Smith, Ashley Johnson, and Jim Byrnes.

John: Since we know that alcohol is not a healthy marker as a rite of passage

Ashley:  we have a few ideas for our fellow students and friends

Jim:  that would be healthy markers into adulthood.
Insert six or seven (depending on length for time) good /healthy considerations the kids come up with.  This will involve them surveying their peers.

John:  And as always

Ashley: it’s not ok

Jim: for kids to drink.

This message is brought to you by the (local coalition), and the Wyoming Department of Health.
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